MY  MEMOIRS
water parts of the ship were designed for the event .of failure to localize the effects of the explosion, or of several hits being made, and so forth; endless labour was expended upon details such as the pumping system or the possibility of speedily restoring a listing ship to a vertical position fey flooding certain compartments. Finally, we completely abandoned the practice of connecting the compartments below the water linef by doors, which had played such a fateful part in the sinking of the Titanic and other ships too.
The buoyancy which was attained by our system stood the test. In contrast to the British ships, ours were well-nigh indestructible. The whole English fleet went on hammering the little Wiesbaden, and yet the poor ship would not sink. Although the Mainz was almost shot to pieces and torpedoed, it could not be brought under the water until an officer and a torpedo artificer, after everybody else had left the ship, opened the torpedo tubes, submerged the ship and sank with it. The distinguished commander of the Emden put his ship at a coral reef under full steam, and yet the inner structure stood firm. It was astounding what our ships could stand in the way of mines and torpedoes without sinking. During Admiral v. Rebeur's attack upon Imbros, the Goeben was struck by three heavy mines, but she was still able to return to the Bosphorus under her own steam, whilst a modern English ship of the line, the Audacious, sank in the Irish sea after striking one single mine. It was only our older ships, like the Pommern